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conjured up in her wildest dreams. It had given her claims strength
and reality, and had lifted her demand for self-government into the
region of practical politics. At such a time, it was a matter of
supreme importance that the direction of the Congress should be in
firm and sagacious hands, and Pherozeshah had accordingly given a
mandate to two or three of his friends to arrange for the 1915
Session being held in Bombay, where he could control every phase
of the movement. It was also essential that the national demand
should be voiced by some spokesman, who could not only command
the confidence of his countrymen, but could compel a hearing also
from those in authority. Such a man was Sir Satyendra Sinha, now
Lord Sinha of Raipur, ex-Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council,
and a man widely respected for his character and capacity. Pheroze-
shah felt that a better choice could not be made, and while every-
body wondered at the selection of a man whose political record was
insignificant, Pherozeshah had no doubts in the matter. He had
invited the Congress of 1915 to Bombay, and he was determined to"
see that the conduct of its ajffairs should be in safe hands. So the
invitation went out to Sir Satyendra. He declined at first; Pheroze-
shah wired "You dare not refuse," and the ex-Law Member had to
yield. The rest is a matter of history. The President's pronouncement
was characterized by a weight and dignity all its own, and was an
able exposition of the aims and methods of the 'political school to
which he belonged. The most notable feature of it, which did not
receive much attention at the time, was its demand for a declaration
of policy on the part of His Majesty's Government. In the light of
subsequent events, one may wonder whence the Bengali lawyer
derived the inspiration for that remarkable idea.
The Bombay Congress of 1915, to go on with the narrative,
proved memorable in that it brought about the union of the two
parties whom Surat had set adrift. When Mrs. Besant's proposals for
the amendment of the constitution were referred by the Madras
Congress to a committee, Pherozeshah had decided, as we have seen,
on having the next session in Bombay. He was anxious to put an end
once and for all to the manoeuvres which had been going on for
some years to effect a compromise which he regarded as mischievous,
and he was confident that his personality and his influence in